
Email from Simon Creed, Civil Protection Manager, Bristol City Council to 

members of South West Against Nuclear, 11
th

 January 2012, in response to a 

query regarding evacuation plans in the event of a major nuclear accident. 

 

Under the radiation (Emergency Preparedness and Public information) regulations 

2001, there is no statutory duty for Bristol City Council to prepare off site plans for 

any nuclear power station incident. The Detailed Emergency Planning zone, 

(DEPZ), has been declared by the Office for Nuclear Regulation (ONR), to be 1 

mile from the Oldbury site. There is an agreed 4km evacuation zone from the site 

with appropriate evacuation and shelter plans in place (prepared by South 

Gloucester council). Counter measure planning beyond the DEPZ has been 

extended to 15 km of the site, however again Bristol does not fall within that area, 

The Hinkley Power station, in Somerset is beyond 40 miles from Bristol. 

  

Somerset County Council and South Gloucestershire Council both have off site 

plans to deal with nuclear incidents in their counties. These plans have restricted 

viewing. Bristol City Council is within the emergency warning communication 

plan to be informed of any incidents from either of those sites.  

  

The recommendation from the ONR is for those outside the 4km and up to 15 km 

is to shelter, I.e. go inside buildings, stay in, and tune into the local radio, The 

threat to Bristol would be the danger of a plume threatening the city, in the these 

circumstances the advice would likely to be to shelter not to evacuate. 

  

There is a tried and tested command and coordination structure in place which 

covers any major incidents in the Avon and Somerset police area, which would 

take command of any such incident threatening Bristol, they would be advised 

regarding any health or environmental issues by the Scientific Technical Advisory 

Cell (STAC). Depending on the advice provided by the STAC a decision whether 

to evacuate or shelter would be made, due to the numbers involved and distance 

from the Oldbury site and time lines involved, it is likely in these circumstances 

that a shelter policy would be adopted. 

  

Generic evacuation plans for of Bristol are in place. The immediate mass 

evacuation of the whole of Bristol would be a difficult task without a considerable 

time warning, other plans are in place to provide transport, shelter and welfare, 

these are linked into plans of our neighbouring councils to receive if necessary our 

evacuated persons. There is recognition that there may be a considerable self-

evacuation by the public in fear of such a threat and information would be 

provided by the local radio to those who self evacuate. 



  

As a Local Authority we are not informed of the time or routes of nuclear waste 

thorough the City. 

  

The responding agencies to any threat of a nuclear incident or involved in any part 

or full evacuation of the city, are all the category one responders and possible 

category two responders (Which can be found listed in the Civil Contingences Act 

2001), together with advisory bodies such as the National Government 

Decontamination service. 

The contact person for information regarding Police planning is:- 

Mr Colin Heselton, Operational Planning, Avon and Somerset constabulary PO 

Box 37 Valley road, Portishead, BS 20 8 QJ  

  

I hope that this is sufficient for your query please contact me if I can be of any 

further assistance. 

  

My kind regards 

  

Simon 

  

Simon Creed  LLB, MA 

Civil Protection Manager  

Civil Protection Unit. 

Bristol City Council 

Room UG 39 

The Council House 

College Green 

Bristol BS 15TR 

 

01179 223233 

07810 506741 

pager 07699  704760 

simon.creed@bristol.gov.uk 

simon.creed@bristol.gsx.gov.uk 
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